Wappingers Central School District

Social Studies Department

Course Syllabus
	Course Name
	AMERICAN CIVIL WAR (RCK)

	
	

	Course Code
	D760

	
	

	Duration
	Half-Year

	
	

	Grade 
	11-12

	
	

	Credit
	0.5

	
	

	Rank
	1.00

	
	

	Prerequisite
	None

	
	

	Assessment
	A teacher-created final exam, counted as 20% of the final course average, and 1 paper per semester on battles and generals of the war.

	
	

	Textbook
	Various Assigned Readings

	
	

	Areas of Study
	Introduction: Profile of the American Civil War

I.  The Roots: 1787-1850

A. The North and South in 1861

1. Population/Immigration
2. Manufacturing/Industry

3. Transportation and finance

4. Culture
B. The Roots of Sectionalism

1. Sectional issues

C. The States Rights Theory

1. Virginia and Kentucky Resolutions

2. Nullification Crisis

D. The Issues of Slavery

1. Origins

2. Economics

3. Abolition

4. Slavery and Compromise

II. The Cause: A Nation on the Brink 

A. The Slave Issues Intensify
1. Fugitive Slave Issue and the Underground Railroad

2. Popular Sovereignty
3. Kansas-Nebraska

4. Uncle Tom’s Cabin

5. Dred Scott

6. John Brown

B. A Failure of Leadership

1. The demise of the Whigs and birth of the Republicans
2. Sectional Parties…Sumner/Brooks Affair 

C. Lincoln

1. Early days

2. Lincoln/Douglas debates

3. Running for President 

D. Secession

1. Buchanan’s Choice
2. The election of 1860

3. Jefferson Davis

4. Fort Sumter

III. 1861

A. Advantages

1. Economic

2. Military

B. Lincoln and the Constitution

1. Constitutional/Unconstitutional Acts
2. Lincoln’s Cabinet 

C. Early Strategy and Bull Run

1. Anaconda Plan

2. On To Richmond 

IV. Real Warfare Begins: 1862

A. McClellan and the Peninsula Campaign

B. The West and Grant

1. Fort Donelson to Shiloh

C. Civil War Diplomacy
1. Cotton and the British/French 

D. Antietam 

E. Emancipation

1. Proclamation


2. 54th Massachusetts
V. The Confederate High-Water Mark: 1862-63

A. Lincoln and His Generals: Fredericksburg to Chancellorsville 

1. Stonewall Jackson
B. Clara Barton

C. Gettysburg

1. The 150th New York 

D. Vicksburg

VI. Total War: 1864-65

A. The Wilderness to Cold Harbor

B. The Prison Camps

C. Total War: Sherman’s March 

1. Chattanooga
2. Atlanta
3. Election of 1864

4. Savannah

D. Petersburg

E. Appomattox and Assassination

VII. Reconstruction 

	
	

	For Information
	For a complete review of the NYS Social Studies Learning Standards, see

http://www.emsc.nysed.gov/ciai/socst/pub/sslearn.pdf
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